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— The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . ^ This communication is responsive to Decision by BPAI dated 6/1 7/2005 . 

2. [3 The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-20 . 

3. The drawings filed on 1 1 July 2003 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S. C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

5. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-1 52) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

6. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper NoVMail Date . 

(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

7. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1 - 20 are allowed. 



Reasons for Allowance 

The Applicant's invention in claims 1 - 20 are directed to a computer system for 
a computer system for providing one or more visualizations to one or more users, 
the system comprising: one or more central processing units, one or more 
memories, and one or more network interfaces to one or more networks; a 
sessionization process that receives one or more Web server logs from one or 
more online stores, and generates one session table for each session found from 
requests recorded in Web server logs; a shopping step finder process that 
receives one or more session tables, and generates one micro-conversion table 
for each given session table, each micro-conversion table comprising one or 
more shopping steps; and a visualization process that receives one or more 
micro-conversion tables, and generates one or more micro-conversion 
visualizations of shopping steps from one or more of the micro-conversion tables. 
The invention claimed in the independent claims are distinguished from prior art 
of record by the fact as noted by the Board of Patent Appeals and Interference - 
that Papierniak does not suggest or teach one of ordinary skill that data in the 
web page files is categorized into shopping steps. Further as noted by the Board 
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of Patent Appeals and Interference, Yaginuma does not disclose or teach 
generating a micro-conversion table comprising one or more shopping steps. 

Discussion of the most relevant prior art, which does not fully disclose the 
invention as stated in claims 1,19 and 20: 

A. US Patents and PG-Pubs. 

(i) US 6,175,838 B1 to Papierniak discloses a system, which correlates data 
records for web page files with other type files that are embedded in the web 
page file. Further, Papierniak teaches that the web pages included in the data 
records mat be used by customers to gain information about product sale and 
placing orders. However, Papierniak does not suggest or teach that data in the 
web page files is categorized into shopping steps. Moreover, the reference does 
not suggest or teach a computer system for a computer system for providing one 
or more visualizations to one or more users, the system comprising: one or more 
central processing units, one or more memories, and one or more network 
interfaces to one or more networks; a sessionization process that receives one or 
more Web server logs from one or more online stores, and generates one 
session table for each session found from requests recorded in Web server logs; 
a shopping step finder process that receives one or more session tables, and 
generates one micro-conversion table for each given session table, each micro- 
conversion table comprising one or more shopping steps; and a visualization 
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process that receives one or more micro-conversion tables, and generates one 
or more micro-conversion visualizations of shopping steps from one or more of 
the micro-conversion tables. 



(ii) US 6,477,538 B2 to Yaginuma discloses a system for displaying the result of 
a data mining process and that user instructions foOr data mining are input, the 
instructions are pre-processed, the data mining is executed and the results are 
displayed. However, Yaginuma does not disclose a computer system for 
generating a micro-conversion table comprising one or more shopping steps. 
Moreover, the reference does not suggest or teach a computer system for 
providing one or more visualizations to one or more users, the system 
comprising: one or more central processing units, one or more memories, and 
one or more network interfaces to one or more networks; a sessionization 
process that receives one or more Web server logs from one or more online 
stores, and generates one session table for each session found from requests 
recorded in Web server logs; a shopping step finder process that receives one or 
more session tables, and generates one micro-conversion table for each given 
session table, each micro-conversion table comprising one or more shopping 
steps; and a visualization process that receives one or more micro-conversion 
tables, and generates one or more micro-conversion visualizations of shopping 
steps from one or more of the micro-conversion tables. 
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(iii) US 6,223,215 B1 to Hunt discloses a computer system for interactive network 
session tracking from inbound source to net sale includes storing a unique 
session ID (identifier) in an entry in a session database, and associating the 
session ID with an inbound source (origin) of the user of an interactive network 
site. The user's actions, such as page views, product detail views, and shopping 
cart additions and deletions, can also be stored in the session database 
associated with the session ID. The unique session ID is embedded in a digital 
offer that is stored in a transaction database such that net sale data is associated 
with the session ID. Reporting and correlation of transaction data and the user 
activity data can be performed offline for analysis of purchase and traffic 
patterns. However and as noted by the Board of Patent Appeals and Interference 
does suggest or teach the limitations of claim 1 . 

B. Non Patent Literature 

(v) "Hierarchical Parallel Coordinates for Exploration of Large Datasets", Fua, 
Ward, and Rundenstein, Computer Science Department, Worcester Polytechnic 
Institute, Copyrighted 1999 and hereafter referred to as "Parallel". Parallel 
discuses and teaches design and implantation of a hierarchical parallel 
coordinate system which is based on extending the XmdvTool System for 
aggregation of data and display. However, Parallel does not suggest or teach a 
computer system for providing one or more visualizations to one or more users, 
the system comprising: one or more central processing units, one or more 
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memories, and one or more network interfaces to one or more networks; a 
sessionization process that receives one or more Web server logs from one or 
more online stores, and generates one session table for each session found from 
requests recorded in Web server logs; a shopping step finder process that 
receives one or more session tables, and generates one micro-conversion table 
for each given session table, each micro-conversion table comprising one or 
more shopping steps; and a visualization process that receives one or more 
micro-conversion tables, and generates one or more micro-conversion 
visualizations of shopping steps from one or more of the micro-conversion tables. 



C. Foreign Patent Literature 

(vi) WO 02/234438 A2 to Reed discloses a system and method for dynamically 
evaluating an electronic business model through click stream analysis. 
However, the Reed does not disclose a method and computer system for 
providing one or more visualizations to one or more users, the system 
comprising: one or more central processing units, one or more memories, and 
one or more network interfaces to one or more networks; a sessionization 
process that receives one or more Web server logs from one or more online 
stores, and generates one session table for each session found from requests 
recorded in Web server logs; a shopping step finder process that receives one or 
more session tables, and generates one micro-conversion table for each given 
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session table, each micro-conversion table comprising one or more shopping 
steps; and a visualization process that receives one or more micro-conversion 
tables, and generates one or more micro-conversion visualizations of shopping 
steps from one or more of the micro-conversion tables. 

Conclusion 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should 
preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled 
"Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Rob Rhode whose telephone number is 
571 .272.6761 . The examiner can normally be reached Monday thru Friday 8:00 
AM to 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Wynn Coggins can be reached on 571.272.7159. 
Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, Va. 22313-1450 

or faxed to: 
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571.273.8300 [Official communications; including 
After Final communications labeled 
"Box AF"] 

[Informal/Draft communications, labeled 

"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT"] 
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